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handed to him by a confederate more
effectually hidden than himself; and as
we could not tell how many more might
be skulking in the thick cover, we con-
sidered it expedient to retire from his
neighbourhood, after having replied to
his civilities with our revolvers, of course
ineffectually. We then went up to the
police post, and my first step was to
disarm and make prisoners of the whole
eleven men composing it; for their trea-
chery was self-evident, and demanded
no further enquiry.
There was a large village near by, and
in it we found a man suffering from a
gun-shot wound, which he said, had been
wantonly inflicted by one of the rebels as
they passed the place early that morning.
This was corroborated by other inhabit-
ants of the village, so I considered my-
self justified in desiring the chief local
representative of civil authority, who
styled himself a Tahsildar, to accompany
me to our camp, where I proposed to
take care of him till higher authority
should enquire into the propriety of his